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In this issue: Short impression of Catholic Charismatic Renewal in Wales. 

We like to publish news from CCR in all European countries. The new chairperson of the National Service Committee in Wales, Fraces Graham, wrote this short report:

ABOUT WALES
 

Wales has a population of around 3 million people and together with England, Northern-Ireland and Scotland makes up Great Britain*. Wales has its own identity, with its own language and also some powers of Government. The Welsh people are renowned for music and singing and there are many male voice choirs. The sport of rugby is also a passion. The Welsh people are very resilient and many men worked hard in the mines, lots of which have now closed. Wales is a beautiful country with mountains and valleys, lakes and beaches.

 

There are many Chapels and Churches in Wales, indeed the Welsh word for Church is "Llan" and numerous place name  in Wales start with the word Llan eg Llandudno, Llandeilo, Llanelli, Llandough to name a few. The Welsh people have kept their Christian faith despite being persecuted at various times in their history.

 

The Catholic population of Wales is approximately 10%, a small proportion of which are Charismatic. We have had an Annual Welsh Charismatic Conference for the past 28 years and other events during the year. Our last Conference was in August 2008 in Lampeter in mid - Wales, and was very spiritually uplifting. We were reminded of the Real Presence in the Eucharist and reverence and awe for the Blessed Sacrament. We had a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit during the healing service and were re-dedicated to the Immaculate Heart of Mary.

 

There are many people throughout Britain praying, interceding and fasting for Renewal. Just as  St Francis was told by Christ "Rebuild My Church", we are meditating on the words of Nehemiah who set about to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem in Nehemiah Ch 2 and Ch 4.  As we seek the face of Christ to do His will, we in Wales are reminded of the words of our Patron Saint, St David, feast day 1st March, who said, "Be joyful, keep the Faith".

The CCR started in Wales 28 years ago and the NSC at the same time as far as I am aware. At first there were crowds at the Annual Conference, but the numbers have fallen for some time, so we are taking time this year to wait on God for His direction and have not organised a Conference as yet.
Many Parishes have prayer groups but it is difficult to know the total number of truly Charismatic prayer groups in Wales.

Frances Graham (Wales Chair)

For contact with CCR Wales: 

the website is www.ccrw.org.uk, 

the e-mailaddress: frangraham@ntlworld.com.
*In Euccril 219, April 8th 2009, was wrongly written that Ireland was part of Great Britain. Only Northern-Ireland is part of Great Britain. In the CCR the National Service Committees of Wales, England, Ireland and Scotland work together and have one magazine: Good News.
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